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(Unofficial Version) 


In continuation of my message of yesterday and my state- 
ment before the S e curity Council, I would like to bring to 
your Excellency's attention my grave concern that Soviet 
ships already on their way to Cuba might challenge the 
quarantine imposed by the United States and produce a 
confrontation at sea between Soviet ships and United States 
vessels, which could lead to an aggravation of the situation. 
What concerns me most is that such a confrontation and 
consequent aggravation of the situation would destroy any 
rDossibility of the discussions I have suggested as a prelude 
to negotiations on a peaceful settlement. In the circumstances 
I earnestly hope that your Excellency may find it possible 
to instruct the Soviet ships already on their way to Cuba 
to stay away from the interception area for a limited time 
only, in order to permit discussions of the modalities of a 
possible agreement which could settle the problem peacefully 
in line wi-;h the Charter of the United Nations. 

I am confident that, if such instructions could-. be 
issued by your Excellency, the United States authorities 
will take action to ensure that a direct confrontation 
between their shins and Soviet ships is avoided during the 
same period in order to minimise the risk of any untoward 
incident taking place. 

If I could be informed of the action taken by your 
Government on the bar is of this appeal it could inform 
President Kennedy that I have assurances from your side 
of your cooperation in avoiding all risk of an untoward 
incident. 

I am at the same time addressing the enclosed appeal to 
President Kennedy. 
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